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ADVANTAGES OF ECONOMICS AS AN
OPTIONAL SUBJECT

- Economics covers about 60% of the GS
Paper lll syllabus, i.e, 120-125 marks.
This significant overlap can save you

time and effort in preparation.

- GS Paper ll: Economics can be helpful
for understanding topics like
governance, development, and
internationAZal relations.
. In the prelims paper, at least 30-50
marks can be covered by this subject.

2. ANALYTICAL AND PROBLEM—SOLVING SKILLS:

Economics fosters analytical thinking and
problem-solving abilities, which are
crucial for a civil servant.

It helps you analyse complex issues,
evaluate policies, and make informed
decisions.



SCORING POTENTIAL

Economics is considered a logical and
rational subject, making it generally
scoring if you have a good
understanding of the concepts.

Candidates with a good grasp of graphs
and data interpretation can score
high marks in the economics papers.

1. OVERLAP WITH GENERAL STUDIES (GS) PAPERS:

- Economics has a consistent success rate
among candidates.
- Constantly performs as Top 5 success
rate.
- Forinstance, in the Civil Service Exam
of 2013, the first rank holder, Gaurav
Agrawal, had economics as his optional
subject.
 Atleast 1 rankintop 10 and 4 in top 50
constantly for the last 5-6 years.

~ SCORING POTENTIAL

Economics is highly relevant to current
affairs, which is a crucial part of the
UPSC syllabus. This relevance helps in
both the prelims and mains exams.
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