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CONSTITUTION
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Historical 
Underpinnings

the form of the East India Company (EIC). Under a 
Charter granted by Queen Elizabeth I, the company 

. 

Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. This marked the rise of 
EIC as a territorial force. The company went on to 

these met Indian expectations mainly because 
they were brought by a foreign power and their 

were imposed upon Indians and Indian opinion in 

of democracy and modern state into the Indian 

acts and policies undertaken during the Company 
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be studied under two broad phases:
• 
• 

reasons:
•  The East India Company 

trading monopoly in India and in the east. 

had been unable to meet its commitments 

the company.
• 

this system, Nawab of Bengal was responsible 
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Whereas the Nawab was burdened with the 

•  There were many 

the famine, the company did not take any 

•  The company forces 

• 

Bengal.
• 

General of Bengal in his role.
• 

and Madras were made subordinates to the 

Madras was diminished.
• 

• 

•  It mandated that the 

The then  granted 
‘Diwani’ rights of Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa to the 

• 

•  It laid the 

and Madras presidencies subordinate to the 

• 

• 

• Powers of the Supreme court were not well 

• 

• There was 
no mechanism to study the reports sent by 

parliamentary control that was sought in 
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. The biggest problem created 

Council. 

directors of the company against the Supreme Court 

 to do an 

• 

court.
• 

• The Court’s appellate 
. The appeals 

the Supreme Court.
• 

•  Court’s 

to be tried according to the Mohammedan law.

Britain’s increased possessions in India made 

in the hands of the commercial East India Company. 
The aim of the act was to bring the rule of EIC in 

This act resulted in dual control of British 

•  It introduced the system 

the Court of directors was entrusted with 

• 

Control and the company was represented by 
the Court of Directors.

• 
General’s council’s strength was reduced to 
three members. One of the three would be 

army in India.
• It was made mandatory 

for
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Making of the 

In the previous chapter, we discussed how acts 
passed by the Colonial government influenced 
the polity in our country. One of the most 

country, Indian opinion was neglected constantly. It 

the independent India.

DEMAND FOR CONSTITUENT 
ASSEMBLY FOR A CONSTITUENT 
ASSEMBLY

of India’s full self-expression, expressed through an 

people of India as expressed through the freely 

‘This Conference claims for India the right of self-

that principle is to , 

.’ The policy 
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The above resolution was confirmed at the 

session of the Congress held at 
1936

M. N. Roy, a pioneer of communist movement in 

AUGUST OFFER

of India responded to these demands through the 

• the establishment of an advisory war council, 
• 

and 
• recognized the right of Indians to frame their 

World War.
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CRIPPS MISSION
The Cripps Mission, headed by Sir Stafford 

• 
provision for complete independence. 

• 

• Right to provinces to secede as this went 

• 
of power and absence of any real share in 

had been retained, and the demand for 

head had not been accepted.

• 
• 

decide on the accession of provinces to the 

• Thought that the proposals denied the Muslims 

CABINET MISSION

• 

• 

the provisions of this plan.

FORMATION OF CONSTITUENT 
ASSEMBLY

enable the appropriate transfer of sovereign power 

legislatures and from various princely states. 
• 

Commissioner’s provinces.
• 

seats were divided among the three principal 

• 

directly by the people of India. Instead, it was 

nominated body. Members from provinces 
were elected by the members of the provincial 

method of a single transferable vote. In case of 

nominated by the heads of princely states. 
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• 

establish and rule their independent states 

• 
thus formed included all important 

• 

the small groups and independents got the 

members and was presided over by the temporary 
Chairman Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha who was the 

Prasad was elected as the permanent Chairman 

Krishnamachari.

as follows-

Chief Commissioner’s Provinces and the remaining 

CHANGES MADE IN THE 
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY BY THE 
INDIAN INDEPENDENCE ACT, 1947

• 

• 

for free India.


