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Art & Culture 3

Topic 1: Salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient 

Q. 1 Explain the role of geographical factors towards the development of Ancient India. (10 marks, 150 words) (2023)

Approach: 

Role of geographical factors in development of ancient India
• River system: 

 – E.g. 
Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro.

• Water availability: 
 – E.g. Use of stepped tanks in Vijayanagar empire.

• Mountain barriers: 

 – E.g. Magadh’s capital city, Rajgir was surrounded by mountains which made Magadha formidable.
• Forest resources: 

 – E.g. Chera kingdom
• Mineral resources:

 – E.g. 
river beds.

• Agriculture: 
prosperity.

 – E.g. Mauryan empire
( ).

• Coastline: 

 – E.g. Lothal
• Cultural development: 

etc.
 – E.g. 

Mauryan dynasty in the 
north to the Cholas in the south and from Satavahanas in the west to the Kalingas
important today.
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Q. 2 
society? (15 Marks, 250 Words) (2023)

Approach: 

around 1500 BCE.

Main features of Vedic society
• Varna / caste system:

 – E.g. Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras.
• Role of family: 

 – E.g. Grihastha
• Status of women: 

 – E.g. Ghosha and Lopamudra
• Emphasis on rituals: 

 – E.g. 
• Gurukula system

Main features of Vedic religion
• Polytheism: 

 – E.g. Indra (god of thunder and rain), Agni(considered the mediator between humans and gods).
• 

maintained cosmic order and pleased the gods.
 –

and ensure prosperity.
• Importance of Priests: 

 – E.g. Samaveda hymns are chanted by the priest called Udgatri.

• 
 – E.g. 

• Family structure: joint family especially in rural areas.
• 

 – E.g. Lord Shiva and Goddess Durga
• 

 – E.g. 
• Indians maintain a deep reverence for natural elements.

 – E.g. Devotees worship  on Sharad Purnima.

and a learning for the present.
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Art & Culture 5

Q. 3 What were the major technological changes introduced during the Sultanate period? How did those technological 

Approach: 

society Conclude by summarising the answer. 

Major technological changes introduced during the Sultanate period
• Metallurgical Advances: 

 – E.g. Bidriware metalwork
• 

 – E.g. Adalaj Stepwell in Gujarat
• 

 – E.g. Dhaka muslin and Banarasi brocade
• 

 – E.g. 
• Military Technology: 

the use of cavalry, composite bows, and gunpowder.
• Architecture: Indo-Islamic architectural 

 –

• Agricultural prosperity: 
.

• 
economic and cultural exchanges.

 – E.g. Grand Trunk Road built by Sher Shah Suri
• Economic Advancements:

 – E.g. Cambay and Multan  merchants.
• Intellectual Advancements: 

• Cultural enrichment: 

 – E.g. Hinduism and Islam during the Sultanate period facilitated religious and cultural tolerance.
• Architectural Advancements:  forts, mosques, and palaces 
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Q. 1 

Approach: 

Aspect Mahatma Gandhi Rabindranath Tagore

Medium of 
vernacular language. never disregarded the use of English in 

spiritual 
development 

 improve skills

Approach of 
Pedagogy 

 “Nai Talim” Plato’s method of curiosity-

 Indian culture and civilisation

Aspect Mahatma Gandhi Rabindranath Tagore

 

Social Empowerment

of Social Cohesion
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Approach: 

• Trained Army of EIC: 

 – E.g. 

• Use of Technology: 

 – E.g. 
• Higher Expenditure on EIC Army: 

 – E.g. 

• 

 – E.g. 

• 

 – E.g.  Third Anglo-Maratha War,

• Diplomacy and Betrayal: 

 – E.g. 
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Modern History 33

Approach: 

• Droughts: 
 – E.g. 

• 

 – E.g. 

• Land Revenue Policy: 

 – E.g. 

• Focus on Cash Crop: 

 – E.g. Tinkathia system (3/20) 

• Absentee Landlordism: 

 – E.g. 

• High Demand During the War Period: 

 – E.g. 

 
 100 million people between 1880 and 1920. 
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Q. 1 

Approach: 

Recently the

• 

• 

Fundamental rights
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
 –

• 
• 

 –

• 
• 

• 
and 

• 

• 

• 

the 
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Polity 

Approach: 

• 
in the 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• held that the  

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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Approach: 

under

• 
only to

 –

• 

• 

• 

 – E.g. 
• 

 – E.g. 
• 

 – E.g. 

• 

 – E.g. 
• 

 – E.g. 

• 
 – E.g. 
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Q. 1 

Approach: 

 was observed on 27th

• 30% of India’s GDP and around 36% 45% 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
to 25%

• 

• 

• 
6%

• 

 –
• 

•  

• 
• 
• 
• 
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Approach: 

• Internet in India report 2022
• According to  India’s core 

• 
and grow at

• 
• 

•  

• 

• 
 –

• 

• 

 –

• 

 –
• 

 –
• 

 –
• 

 –
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Approach: 

• 

 –
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
as a 

• 
5 

•  on 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• integrated approach

According to 
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Q. 4 

Approach: 

• 

 –

• 
 –  

• According to 

• 
•  

 –

•  

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Topic 1: Ethics and Human interface: Essence, determinants, and consequences 

Q. 1 

Approach: 

lord Rama

more  by considering a broader 

by and leads to 
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Approach: 
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